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Please Read This Entire Presentation

This presentation provides important information you MUST know during your H-1B employment at Fermilab:
J The procedure by which the Visa Office will collect information and documents from you

o The time and process involved in the Visa Office completing the legal process required for us to prepare your
paperwork for your extension

o The time and process involved in filing the petition for approval of H-1B status with the US Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS)

o The process involved in obtaining your visa stamp from a U.S. Consulate

During your stay in the U.S., you will need to know the information in this presentation to be able to know:
- What your H-1B Approval and other immigration paperwork mean,
- How to “stay legal” in the U.S. during your H-1B “Authorized Stay”,
- Issues that might arise during your employment, and
- How to extend your H-1B visa status, and
- Sponsorship for U.S. Permanent Residence

It is YOUR responsibility to understand the rules and procedures that are involved in obtaining and maintaining your
H-1B status. If you have questions about anything discussed , contact visaoffice@fnal.gov. You must confirm that
you have read and understood this entire presentation before we will file your H-1B petition.
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Topics

1. Your Employer: Fermi Research Alliance, LLC (FRA)

N

Background Information About US Visas You Must Know

3. How the Fermilab Visa Office will Process your Paperwork

0 N

Data-Collection and our Internal Administrative Process
Required Medical Insurance
The Paperwork You Will be Issued and What it Means

O Form I-797 Notice of Action

How We Will Send You the Final Approved Visa Documents
Applying For Your Visa Stamp

Entering the United States

Maintaining your Status (“Staying Legal”)
Traveling Outside the US

U.S. Permanent Residence

Helpful Information
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION
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Fermi Research Alliance, LLC

Scientists, scholars and other HEP professionals visiting Fermilab are sponsored for H-1B
visa status by the Fermi Research Alliance, LLC (FRA).

The Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory (Fermilab) is a place, not an organization.

Fermilab is one of the world’s leading High Energy Physics research facilities. Fermilab(the
equipment and grounds) are owned by the U.S. Department of Energy (DoE).

FRA manages and operates Fermilab under contract with the U.S. Department of Energy
(“DOE”). Fermilab is home to 1,800 fulltime employees (employed by FRA). It is visited
each year by roughly 1,000 visitors from around the United States and the world each year,
and hosts another roughly 1,000 researchers on our computing infrastructure. Between
10% and 20% of FRA’s employees are non-US citizens, while roughly half of our users are
non-US citizens. Fermilab’s Visa Office supports all non-US citizens at Fermilab.

FRA is a partnership between the Universities Research Association, Inc. (URA) and the
University of Chicago.
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Terms You Should Know'

Department of State (DOS): The U.S. government agency that operates U.S. Embassies
and Consulates worldwide. It is responsible for issuing visas. It also grants companies,
such as FRA, the permission to “sponsor” foreign nationals for J-1 status.

Customs and Border Protection (CBP): The U.S. government agency that interviews
foreign nationals seeking admission to the U.S., either before you enter the U.S. (such as
in the airport before departure) or after arrival here.

US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS): The U.S. government agency that
reviews the “petitions” that employers must file to sponsor foreign nationals for certain
types of visa status — including (but not limited to) H-1B.

Department of Labor (DOL): the U.S. government agency that reviews “Labor Condition
Applications” that sets out certain details about the wages and other terms of
employment, to ensure that the H-1B employee is working for equivalent wages and in
similar conditions as any other employee in that occupation and geographic area.
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Nonimmigrants and Authorized Stay

Foreign Nationals who are permitted to stay in the U.S. only temporarily (for a few years, or less, and
often with a pre-set end date to the stay) are “nonimmigrants”. People who hold H-1B visa status in
the U.S. are one kind of nonimmigrant.

The temporary period of time you are permitted to stay in the U.S. is called your “authorized stay”.

Authorized Stay:

= The period of time during which you are permitted to be in the U.S. and engaged in the activities
permitted by your “status”.

Begins on the day you physically arrive in the U.S., and ends on the last day you are permitted to be
here.

Usually indicated on the 1-94, either when issued to you at an airport or port-of-entry, or as
incorporated into the H-1B Approval Notice.
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H-1B Duration

H-1B status is available for a total of 6 years, with exceptions:

An individual who is physically IN the U.S. for fewer than 183 days per year has no maximum stay in H-1B status.
— Must carefully document arrivals and departures!

An individual who is in the U.S. most of the time, but has trips outside the U.S., may “recapture” each day spent
wholly outside the U.S.

— Such days then are added to the end of the H-1B authorization period, such that the individual is able to be
authorized for 365x6 days of H-1B presence in the U.S.

— These are called “recapture” petitions.

An individual who has reached a certain point in the employment-based permanent residence process is able to
continue to extending his/her H-1B status past the 6th year, for as long as needed until (essentially) permanent
residence is granted.

— Extensions are granted in 1-year increments in most cases.

— Extensions can be filed in 3-year increments if the employee is a citizen of a country that has a “backlog” for
permanent residence visa processing.
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H-1B Duration versus Your Authorized Stay

e H-1B Status is available for up to 6 years (or more) but you will NOT receive an approval of H-1B
status for 6 years.

e The petition will request a start date and end date for your H-1B approval period.
— The start date

e will be the date listed in your offer letter, or otherwise agreed to by your supervisor and recruiter,
whenever this can be accommodated.

e If the immigration processing will likely take too long, then the Visa Office will chose a start date that is
reasonably likely based on current DOL, USCIS and internal Fermilab processing timelines, but that is as
close as possible to the desired start date.

— The end date

e Will be the end of your Appointment, as listed in your offer letter.

e If you are being offered a non-term job, then the end date of your H-1B status will be three years from
the start date the Visa Office lists in the petition.

e If your appointment is extended, or if your offer is nonterm, a second H-1B petition will be filed to
“extend” your H-1B status too.
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H-1B PROCESSING
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¢The Visa Office files
a Labor Condition
Application (“LCA”)
with the DOL that
sets out details
about your wages
and certain other
terms and
conditions of
employment.

*DOL takes roughly
10 business days to
be processed LCAs.

M-

*The Visa Office files
a petition with the
USCIS requesting it
grant approval of
the H-1B
classification,
thereby authorizing
you to fill the
precise job
described in the
petition.

*When the USCIS
approves it, it issues
a Form I-797 Notice
of Action.

J

£= Fermilab

I f you are
inside the U.S.,
the H-1B will
take effect on
whatever start
date we list in
the petition.
You do not
NEED to leave
the U.S.

October 2011

Overview of the Legal Process

e|f you are outside
the U.S., or if you
leave the U.S. during
your employment
and after your
current H-1B visa
stamp expires, you
must apply to a U.S.
Consulate for
issuance of an H-1B
visa stamp.

eYou must take a
copy of, or the
original, Form I-797
Notice Of Action
confirming the
approval, with you
to the consular
interview.
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CBP

*When you enter the
U.S., you present
the H-1B visa stamp.
The CBP officer at
the airport or port-
of-entry issues an I-
94 Card” that grants
you H-1B status
until the end date
noted on the card.
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H-1B Processing by the Visa Office

The Visa Office has a very heavy workload and we prioritize strictly in order of need, based on:
. arrival dates, and

* the anticipated length of visa processing at the Consulate.
e Ifyou have concerns about either of these, please email visaoffice@fnal.gov to make sure we know!

e The process involved in obtaining H-1B visa status:
0 Issetbylaw,
0 Involves many departments within Fermilab, and
0 Islargely invisible to the employee.

e  The fact that the Visa Office is not communicating with you at any given moment does not mean that nothing is

happening. In almost all cases, it means we are waiting on paperwork or information from another part of
Fermilab.
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The Visa Office Process

1. The Visa Office begins by sending you an email message that:
a. Lists the URL of the webpage with this Orientation that you must access, and
b. Asks you to log into the online case system we use (at ww2.welcomeclient.com) to
review your questionnaires, and upload any additional documents we will need.

2. The message is from donotreply@ww2.welcomeclient.com.

From: donotreply@ww2.welcomeclient.com
Sent: 15 October 2011 17:07

To: Patrice Mercola

Subject: Welcome Patrice Mercola

Dear Patrice,

We understand that you have received and accepted an extension of
your current Appointment at Fermilab ..
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Our Internal Procedure — Online System

3. You must read this Orientation, ensure that you understand its contents, and then email the Visa Office to confirm
your understanding, before the Visa Office may finalize your petition for filing.

4. When you log into our online visa management system, you will find see “Questionnaires” and “Required
Documents”.

Please review all the questionnaires and update any information that no longer is accurate.

You must email (or message) the Visa Office to confirm that either the information is complete, or that you
have updated the information as needed.

Please also check the Required Documents to see whether we need anything additional from you — such as
an updated CV or new passport. ALL requested documents must be uploaded to the online system.

The biggest cause for delays in processing by the Visa Office is due to incomplete answers. Please help us to
be most efficient by answering all questionnaires in full.

If a document is not available to you such that it cannot be obtained or significant time will be spent
obtaining it, email visaoffice@fnal.gov to explain and we will attempt to work with you on this issue. Do not
waste time struggling with this issue without talking to us!
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Our Internal Procedure

5. Visa Office Processing

. The Visa Office will review your information and documents as you upload them to the online system.

. We also will review the certain internal, administrative documentation relating to the job offer being made
to you.

. Once certain internal processing is complete, we will prepare a government application called a Labor
Condition Application, and file it with the Department of Labor.
. The DOL takes about 10 business days to process an LCA, but this changes widely over time.

Once the LCA is “certified” (approved), we will take the next step, which is to prepare the petition and
supporting documentation for submission to the USCIS.

. It takes the Visa Office at least a week to complete our preparation of the petition and supporting
documentation, after the certification of the LCA.
. The petition includes at least three government forms, as well as documents relating to Fermilab, FRA

and your proposed duties and responsibilities. It also must include documentation of your education,
your CV, and in some cases, your publication list.
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Our Internal Procedure
6.  USCIS Processing

. The USCIS takes 3 — 5 months, on average, to process an H-1B petition. You are work-authorized by law
while the petition is pending with the USCIS, even if your previous I-94 card expires.

. It is possible to request expedited processing, which the USCIS calls “premium processing.”
. This costs an additional $1,225 in government filing fees, and requires the completion of an additional
government form.
. The Premium Processing request can be filed at any time while the petition is pending with the USCIS.
It does not have to be filed when the petition is filed.
. Premium Processing “guarantees” that the USCIS will
. Provide an initial “response” within 15 calendar days of receiving the petition. A response is
either an approval or a “Request for Further Evidence” (RFE”).
. Issue a final decision on the petition within 15 calendar days of receiving our answer to an RFE.
. Thus, the maximum processing time when Premium Processing is requested is 30 days, plus
any time involved in our collecting our answer to the USCIS RFE.
. However, the “guarantee” is fairly weak. If the USCIS takes longer than these timelines, the only

consequences it faces is to repay the $1,225 Premium Processing fee. Repayments do not often
occur, but when they do it is common for it to take more 1 year to be issued.
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10.

11.

Our Internal Procedure

USCIS Processing
. Once the USCIS completes it processing of the H-1B petition, it issues a Form 1-797 Approval Notice.
. The hard copy Notice is sent to Fermilab by mail. This takes about 7 business days.

If you are in the U.S., then the H-1B will continue as of the start date listed in the petition. You do not need to do
anything further.

If you are outside the U.S. and your previous H-1B visa stamp has expired, then you must apply for a visa stamp
with which to enter the U.S. (See the next section of this presentation.) Your immediate family (spouses and
children aged 21 years or younger) may apply for their H-4 “derivative” visa stamps at the same time.

Any time you leave the U.S. during your H-1B employment, you must have a valid and unexpired H-1B visa stamp
for Fermilab in your passport.

Your admission (I-94 Card end date) will be granted only up to the expiration of your passport (or 6 months prior
to its expiration, depending on your home country). This earlier end date would “trump” the 1-797 approval
period, if this happened. Be aware of your passport’s expiration date!
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VISA PROCESSING
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Visa Application

1. You always must have an unexpired H-1B visa stamp with which to enter the U.S. after a temporary departure.

YOU are responsible for applying at a U.S. Consulate for issuance of the H-1B visa stamp to authorize your
admission to the U.S.

. You must check with the Consulate where you intend to apply to confirm their requirements.
. Each Consulate has different local rules and the Visa Office cannot, generally, advise you.
Go to http://wdrs.fnal.gov/visas/visa apps.html to read our step-by-step guidance on Visa Applications.

g

3. In general,
* You must have an unexpired passport to schedule your visa appointment.
*  You must complete an electronic government form (DS-160) online for each person who is seeking a visa.

e If you have family members who will accompany you, you will list them on your DS-160 Application,
but they also must complete their own DS-160 Applications to be “in the system” as pursuing H-4
dependent visas with you.
* You often need the Petition Receipt Number (WAC-##-###-H#####) to schedule the appointment.
* Most Consulates have waits ranging from 1 week to 1 month for interviews.
* You must take a photocopy or original of the Form 1-797 Approval Notice with you to the Consulate for

your visa interview. The Consulate website should say whether the original is required, or whether a
photocopy is acceptable. We strongly recommend you also take your cv and publication list.

e [ssuance of the visa stamp itself normally takes 1 — 2 weeks, but might take up to 1 month. In some cases,
processing might take longer.
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Administrative Proessing

Also known as Security Clearances

J Many non-U.S. citizens who visit Fermilab must undergo security clearances before being issued
their visa stamps. This is a result of U.S. law.

J The decision to run the security clearances is based on a combination of factors, including:
O Your credentials, education, and/or field of expertise,
O Your nationality,
O Your name, gender, and/or age,
O The places you have visited in the past, and
O Avariety of other elements.
. Once the decision is made by the Consulate that security clearances are needed, there is nothing

that can be done until the security clearances are complete.
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Administrative Proessmg

Also known as Security Clearances
J The security clearances are conducted against international and U.S. criminal, immigration and
other databases.
O In some cases, security clearances are completed within a few days.

0 In other cases, the security clearances take two or more weeks — in some cases, it can take
months.

O Inrare circumstances, the security investigation might generate an adverse preliminary
answer, which the Consulate then generally double-checks, and which then takes more time.

. No one can speed up the time taken for security clearances, by law.

. Fermilab’s Visa Office cannot do anything to affect the time taken for completion of the security
clearances.

J We still, however, MUST KNOW if you are told that this is happening.

J If, at the conclusion of your interview, the Consular Officer indicates that your visa application

will undergo administrative processing, please email visaoffice@fnal.gov.
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YOUR IMMIGRATION PAPERWORK
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Your H-1B Approval Notice

Your Petition Receipt Number =

Your Employer

Department of Homeland Sceori
LS. Citizenship and T ation Services

1-797A, Notice of Action

4 vy
&
TASE TV 1129
PETITION FOR A NONIMMICRANT WORKER

WAC-11-123-45678

WIGKITY DATE. FETTTIONER
FERMI RESEARCH ALLIANCE LLC

April 29, 2010

FAGE

May 27, 2010 1 of 1 SMITH, Marybelle

ﬁ Na ;
FERMI RESEARCH ALLIANCE LLX ss: H1B
% [ id from 09/05/2010 to 09/04/2011

C
P O BOX 500

extension of stay have been approves. Tne st.

The apove pb[‘.[lun a

The validity period of your approval=—

If you are outside the U.S., then your Form I-797
essentially ends here. The bottom of the form is blank:

If you are in the U.S. and extending your H-1B status, ==

your I-797 Approval Notice will include an I-94 Card that
shows your new “Authorized Stay”. (See the next slide...)
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as indicated above. The for qﬂ-o"aenﬂ

3
authorization atens from the [i1ing of Thin petition sepsrStel mmplayment aucharszation documentatio
Please contact the IRS with any questions about tax withbglding

The peticioner should keep the upper portion of thiw natice The lower portien anould
she should kemp the right part with his or her Form 1-94. Arival-Departure Record. Tuis
1-94 when departing the U.S. The left part is for his or her records. A person granted an exten
the U.S. must normally obtoin 4 new visa before returningy The left part can be used in applying
a visa s not Tequired, he or she should present it, alongiwith any other required documentabion, when 3prly
reentry in thin new classification ac a port of encry or pre-flight inspectien STation. The petitioner may also
vorm 1-824, Application for Action on an Approved Application or Petftion, with this office Lo request that we notify &
consulaze, port of enkry, of pre-[1ight inapection office of thia approval.

quantly be found €o be elig 03 & viBa, 1oF admiss,

adjuntment of sTatus

ary will m
icn, change,

THIS FORM I8 NOT A VISA NOR MAY IT DE USED IN PLACE OF A VISA

The approval of thim visa perition does not in itwelf grant iy tmmigration scatus and doen not guarantee that the alien

Please see the additional information on the back. You will be notified separately about any other cases you filed.

U.S. CITIZENSHIP & IMMIGRATION SVC mm

0. BOX 30111
LAGUNR NIGUEL CA 92507 -0111
Service Tel (800) 375-5283

F 1797A (Rev. 09/07/93)N

CALIFORNIk SERVICE CENTER
123456780 12
Receipt Number wac-11-123-45678

Detach This Half for Personal Records

Receipt # WAC-11-123-45678
1-94# 123456789 12 Immigration and

NAME SMITH, Marybelle Naturalization Service

VALID FROM 09/05/2010 UNTIL 08/04/2011 Departure Record

Petitioner: geaM1 RESEARC

S

PETITIONER: FERMI RESEARCH ALLIANCE L ™ ;’;izr:"
P O BOX 500 13 st (Gaven) Norme:
Marybelle

BATAVIA IL 60510

T7 Cowiy ol Cineaning:
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H-1B Approvals

An H-1B Approval does not mean you can do anything you want once you arrive in the U.S. The
approval is limited to:

e The employer listed in the petition and on the I-797,
e The duties listed in the petition,

e The worksite listed in the petition (provided there is a Labor Condition Application confirming the
“terms and conditions” of the labor to be performed at that worksite),

e The dates listed in the Form 1-797.
— WARNING! A later-issued 1-94 trumps the original Form [-797!

— If you enter the U.S. and an officer at the port-of-entry gives you an I-94 Card with an earlier
end date than the I-797 Approval Notice, that earlier end date is now the end of your
Authorized Stay. It “trumps” (overrules) the I-797. This is called the Last Action Rule.

# Fermilab October 2011 25



Wl
.\Ii'lt‘

|
i
#-‘ 0 ——

Your Visa Stamp and 1-94 Card

Control Number

20893276280001

Visa Stamp: >

Admission document. S e
Presented during admission to the U.S. —irrelevant once IN the U.S. f aaseizre F AW 50

. . . . Erviewion Date " [ B
A person may hold multiple unexpired visa stamps at any one time. 16EC2009  270CT20L1 1011

~SRCERMI £CStRIDCLEARMNCE RECEIVED 11-DEC-2009 58978388
fro(AMeE ceg  PN-FERMI RESEARCH ALLIANCE LLC :
WAL~ (0 =021 -€) ¢, PR WAC-10-021- 12345 PED-270CT2011
T S SANVERLN <<<<<<<
11292566<4IND7901254F1110274H8BENO2PZR493136
Dcpumlre;um'hcr OMB No. 1651-0111
1-94 Card > | b3t31380218—
Status document. g6 LT19A L
Is the legal evidence that you are permitted to be physically present in the » ’/g“iﬁsﬁ’“’m
i iviti i i iti eparture Record %
U.S. and engage in the activities listed in the petition Departure R A )
A person may hold only one 1-94 Card at a given time. s ST N
¥4 A e té‘g s
“Sm({ﬂ/zml S lamnl Dﬁl-m:ly::ﬂ‘g?r)l
Pali o 111111t 31O/ 76
“ountry of Citizenship
11(N|gn‘r-‘1| T s s sl N T Y O A
CBPFormiv'H(IEH_]:d_J.
& e STAPLE HERE
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Anatomy of an [-94 Card

1-94: A cardboard form issued by the CBP
during admission that confirms you are
legally in the U.S. in “J-1”" visa status.

This is your Admission Number. It is a /

tracking number that you will need to
write on other government forms, such as
the I-9 Form you complete on your first
day of employment.

.....

Departure Number

OMB No. 1651-0111

CEo%64. L TIED
bep -;1:'"‘@.‘“\“ 0 M gg%% 2

Departure Record

This confirms that you were granted H-1B =
status during Admission.

This is the end date to your “Authorized Stay”/
(see the next slide). This is the last day you are
permitted to be in the U.S., unless a petition to

' Country of Citizenship

| INIDIT A

| |

extend your H-1B status is filed.

Con Nthor Sid

""" STAPLE HERE
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ARRIVING AT FERMILAB
MAINTAINING YOUR H-1B STATUS,
TRAVELLING OUTSIDE THE U.S.
AND
EXTENDING YOUR H-1B

2= Fermilab October 2011 98



Visa Processing

Whenever you apply for a new H-1B visa stamp, please tell the Visa Office:

The date for which your visa appointment is scheduled, and the Consulate where it is scheduled at,

How the interview proceeded, after you meet at the Consulate, and whether the Consular officer
gave you an indication of when the visa stamp might be issued,

When you receive the visa stamp,
When your flight is scheduled back to the U.S.

If your visa stamp issuance is delayed past the date on which you had anticipated returning to the U.S,,
please email visaoffice@fnal.gov to point this out. Certain administrative steps have to be coordinated
where by other departments, and we will let them know on your behalf.

Be aware: Fermilab has the policies that could affect your foreign travel should you need to process a
new visa stamp while abroad. Please be sure you review these before travelling for purposes of visa
renewal.

http://wdrs.fnal.gov/users/assign policy.html,

and

http://wdrs.fnal.gov/policies/policy/foreigntravel.html
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Maintaining Status (“Staying Legal”)

e To “maintain status” means to ensure that you follow all the applicable laws and rules about your visit
to the U.S. Itis very important to properly maintain your H-1B status. Failure to do so may bar you
from returning to the US in the future.

e Maintenance of your visa status is your responsibility. The Fermilab Visa Office is here to assist you.
e You must:

0 Engage in the research activities listed in your H-1B petition.

0 Not engage in any other activities, or at any other worksites.

O Not do anything that breaks US law, or which might embarrass Fermilab, the U.S. Department of
Energy, or the U.S. Department of State.

e |If your supervisor substantially changes your job (changes more than 50% of your duties), or if you
get promoted to moved to another job that is more than 50% different from that described in the H-
1B petition, immediately contact the Visa Office. We can file an “amended” petition that tells the
USCIS about the changes and authorizes them.
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Travelling Outside the U.S.

If you plan to travel outside the U.S. during your program at Fermilab, you must contact the Fermilab
Visa Office prior to such travel to determine what documentation is necessary for you to be able to
re-enter (i.e. a new visa or confirmation of employment letter).

We strongly recommend that you review the Fermilab policy relating to foreign travel involving visa
stamp applications: http://wdrs.fnal.gov/policies/policy/foreigntravel.html

Upon your return to the U.S., you must provide the Visa Office with a copy of your new 1-94 Card and
visa stamp. You may scan and upload these directly to the online immigration system.
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- Extending Your Visit at Fermilab

As mentioned, H-1B status is available for roughly 6 years (with exceptions).

e Term Employees (employees who have end dates to their appointments):

O If supervisor wants to extend your H-1B approval period, your Division /Section must
request a new offer letter that lists an new Appointment end date, or states that the job

has no end date.

0 Once the Visa Office receives the new offer or invitation, we will begin processing your
extended visa paperwork.

0 NonTerm Employees (employees whose jobs do not have a preset end date):

0 The Visa Office will contact you roughly 6 months prior to the expiration of your current H-
1B approval, to being work on the petition for extension of your H-1B status.
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U.S. PERMANENT RESIDENCE
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Sponsorship for Permanent Residence

H-1B employees in nonterm jobs (without end dates to their appointments), and Associate
Scientists, may be sponsored by FRA for permanent residence upon satisfactory completion of
probation, and upon approval by their supervisor and Division/Section.

Like all of the Visa Office’s workload, permanent residence sponsorship is processed in order of
priority and in realistic balance with all other demands on our resources and staff.

The Visa Office has extensive information about FRA’s sponsorship of permanent residence at
http://wdrs.fnal.gov/visas/greencard.html. At a minimum, we strongly urge you to review the
overview presentation at http://wdrs.fnal.gov/visas/OverviewPermanentResidence2011.pdf, which
provides a basic understanding of the processes and issues involved in permanent residence.

The first step to initiating sponsorship is to talk with your supervisor. Only your supervisor can
authorize this work on your behalf. Once your supervisor has confirmed to the Visa Office that s/he
has approved you for sponsorship, the Visa Office will respond with an estimate of when work might
begin on your case, which is based on the total workload facing the Visa Office at that time.

When it initiates your case, the Visa Office will send you a preliminary questionnaire that you must
complete, to give us a comprehensive understanding of your skills and credentials and available
documentation. From this, the Visa Office, you and your manager will meet to discuss sponsorship.
The meeting will proceed far more efficiently if you have reviewed the Overview listed above.
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Sponsorship for Permanent Residence

H-1B employees in term jobs, such as Research Associate, are not sponsored for permanent
residence.

This is, in large part, because U.S. immigration law requires for most categories of sponsorship that
there be an indefinite or “tenure-track” offer of employment, which is lacking in situations of term
employment.

Such individuals may, if they choose, retain their own attorneys to prepare and file permanent
residence petitions on their own. The only two categories where “self-sponsorship” if possible is the
NIW (National Interest Waiver) category and the “Extraordinary Ability” category. In each case,
certain documentation must be provided with the petition that demonstrates that the individual is
somehow particularly deserving as compared to peers. Individuals who are younger within their
careers tend to have difficulty with this. Often, it is a more prudent use of time and money to invest,
instead, for a year or two in developing the documentation needed to support such permanent
residence petitions (all of which tend also to advance one’s career), and THEN apply, than to
immediately invest in the filing of a less-documented petition with a much lower chance of approval.

Please contact the Visa Office to discuss this topic generally if you have questions.
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QUESTIONS?
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Fermilab’s Visa Office

Svisaoffice@fnal.gove

Amanda Thompson, International Services Manager
International Services, Wilson Hall, 1 West, Fermilab, Batavia, IL 60510
1-630-840-4203 petersen@fnal.gov

Chenghwei Liu, Administrative Assistant |
International Services, Wilson Hall, 1 West, Fermilab, Batavia, IL 60510
1-630-840-2856 liuch@fnal.gov

Kappatolia Sherman, International Services Assistant
Users Office, International Services, Wilson Hall, 1 West, Fermilab, Batavia, IL 60510
1-630-840-3811 kappy0l1l3@fnal.gov

Fermilab’s Visa Office has an extensive website with information that will assist you at all stages of your visit to
Fermilab. Please go to http://wdrs.fnal.gov/visas.html.
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